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1. Exodus 12, 26-27 :
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2. Yerushalmi Pesahim1, 4

What does the wicked child say? “What is this
labor for you [i.e. why should this labor be
important to you]"? What is this burden that you
place upon our shoulders every year?
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3. Exodusé, 6-8

Say, therefore, to the lsraelites: | am
YHWH. 1 will free you from the labors of the
Egyptians and deliver you with an
outstretched arm and through extraordinary
chastisernents.
7And | will take you to be My people and |
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will be your God. And you shall know that 1,
YHWH, 2m your God who freed you from
the labors of the Egyptians.

#] will bring you into the land which | swore
to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and |
will give it to you for a possession, I, YHWH.
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4, Exoduss, 12

And God said, “l will be with you; that shall be
your sign that it was | who sent you, And when
you have freed the people from Eqgypt you shall
worship God at this mountain.”
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5. Inscriptions on coins minted during the Great Revolt (66-70 CE) and the Bar Kokhba

Revolt (132-135 CE)

a. Great Revolt:

The holy city of Jerusalem
The fourth year of Zion's redemption
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b. Bar Kokhba Revolt:
The holy city of Jerusalem oY

The fourth year of Zion's redemption
The second year of lsraels liberation

Of Jerusalem’s liberation [no datel]
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6. Josephus, Antiquities, Book 18, par. 23

Judsah the Galilean was the leader of the Fourth Philosophy...[The members of this sect] agree in all
other respects with the Pharisees but they havé a great love for liberty that is hard for them to
overcorne, because they are of the view that God alone is the ieader and master.

? Introduction to the first part of the Hallel in the Passover Haggadah (Ashkenazic rite)

T]o the One who performed these miracles for our
ancestors and for us, who led us from slavery to freedom,
from agony to rejoicing, from mourning to festivity, from
darkness to light, from enslavement to redemption ... .

72 1171 1'NIAKRT7 NWYY MY
NITavn RXRYINAI7RN.0'010

DI'7 7aRn1 ,NNNYY [1am, nin'nY
TIAvWNI ,MIRT? N79RN11 NIV

.N7INaY

8. Yerushalmi Pesahim 1, 4—the symbolism of the four cups
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| R. Levi said: They correspond to the four empires [who

have been Israel’s oppressors). 29 IO 'T TA1D MMAK 117
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The S : Th rrespond to the f bitt
e Sages say: They correspond to our [bitter] cups . ——

_ from which God is destined to force the nations of the
world to drink

9, Tractate Kallah, Chapter 5
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10, Leviticus 25, 42-43
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1. Herodotus (5the. BCE), The H;stones, Book VII par. 104, reporting the response ofa
Spartan emissary to the Persian king Xerxes:

[The Spartans] are a free people (eleutheroi), but not entirely; they have a master, namely the law |
(nomos), which they fear more than your subjects fear you.

12. Selections from Passover Haggadah: The Feast of Freedom, ed. Rachel Ann Rabinowicz,
The Rabbinical Assembly, 1982 .

On the verse 1273p 1R 81 (p. 48):

“And God saw”. What did God see? That
the people of Israel were compassionate
towards one another. If one completed
producing their quota of bricks, they
would go help another do the same.
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On the verse 1190y NIRY (p. 50)
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| “And our misery”. This refers to the
drowning of the sons, for Pharach
decreed, “Every boy that is born you shall
throw into the Nile but you shall let every
girl live” (Exodus 1, 22). The Israelites
would circumcise their sons in Egypt. The
Egyptians would ask, “Why do you insist
on circumcising them? In a little while we
shall throw them into the river.” The
Israelites would respond, “Nevertheless we
will circumcise them.”
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13. The New Haggadah, ed. Mordecai K. Kaplan et al,, Behrman House, 1941, p. 54
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@ The stranger that sojourneth with you shall be
unto you s the native among you, and thou shal
love bimn as thyself; for ye were sirangers in the
land of Egypt: I am the Lord. (LEv. 19:34)
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@ And a stranger shalt thou not oppress, for ye
know the beart of a stranger, seeing ye were

strangers in the land of Egypt..

(Exop. 23:9)
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